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JE may innocently be as *: 


ſations; but ſtill both you 


times in his Book; I am perſwaded it may 


be worth our while: to conſider their Ar- 
guments with Attention. And I aſſure you, 
I have beſtow'd much Application on the 
Book you lent me ; which 1 believe (for 
many Reaſons) is one of their beſt, I have 


ſent you my Thoughts upon it ; and think 


LE EET, - 


as we pleaſe, in our Conver-* %* 


and I know, that our prin- 
mo cipal Buſineſs in this World, 
— is to ſecure our Happineſs 
— inthe next. And ſince there 
is a great Body of Men, who deny us any 
poſſibility of That, except we communicate 
with Them ; and the Author of the Book 
you lent me, aſſerts it very poſitively many | 


"EF? 


my ſelf oblig d to give you my Reaſons for 
taking that Liberty, ſince it was not deſu d. 
Your having married a Perſon of that Re- 
ligion, muſt neceflarily lead you into more 
i Copverlation with Perſons of that Opinion, 
than in all probability you would otferwilc 
have met with. And as 1 verily believe 
Mr. A. loves you extreamly, I cannot 
but think the time will come, that he will 
have at Heart the faving of your Sout. The 
Conſequence of which, muſt be his endea- 
vouring to bring you over to a Church, 
that poſitively denics you Salvation out of 
ber Communion ; tho' perhaps the good 
nature of ſome of her particular Members, 
may prompt them to think otherwiſe, If 
ever that time comes, I hope you will make 
uſe of the beſt Helps, particularly our Friend 
Philalet hes. But perhaps you may not be 
| diſplcas'd in the mean time, to look over 
the Thoughts of a Friend not exceeding your 
felf in Learning, or Capacity 3 And ſo 
the Reaſons may be more level to your Un- 
derſtanding. For 1 will never believe, that 
God has ꝑut the Knowledge of things ne- 
cCeſlary to our Salvation, on ſo hard a Foot, 
that we muſt be oblig ged to be Learned, in 
order to attain to = nor that we are O- 
bliged to underſtand all the learned Wran- 


gles, of the great Men on both Sides, And 
indeed the more. I read of them, the leſs 
1 care for them; they Wee to me, 
8 5 „ more 


T4). 


more like Tryals of Wit, than any very 
ſincere Deſire to ſave Souls. I have ſent 
you my Thoughts only on the Book. you 
10 me: But if ever you ſhall deſire them 
on any other Point, the beſt I am capable 
of ſhall be at your Service. As for Mr. A. 
Whoſe many good Qualities have given me 
a real value and eſteem for him, I ſhall 
never take upon me to trouble Him (un- 
leſs defird by Himſelf,) either this way or 


in Converſation; becauſe I have perceiy'd 


a particular backwardnels in him that way; 
whether from his own natural Temper, or 
from any particular Commands laid on 


dim, I know not; But 1 will be ſure never 


to make Him ynealy ; ſince I am verily | 
| perſuaded, the goodneſs of his Life, and the | 


- ; ny perſwaſi ion he has that he is ir 


the right, will obtain Mercy for Him, the” 


thoſe of that Perſwaſion will not allow the 
ſame Favour to Us. But. the real love and 


: foxce from my Soul the ſincereſt Wiſhes, 
that his Conſcience may be convinced of 


5 the Truth. If 1 ſhould live to hear that 


_ good News, I aſſure you nothing coul a 
Live greater Satisfaction to is 


Your moſt Faithful 
H 2 . Pr ant, 


B. L. 


eſteem 1 have for you both, will always 


CONSIDERATIONS 


ON 


50 The h Wan ay 
© ol Diſputes in Religinn, ” 


viz the "WY of the 


| Church, 


tells us is of terrible Conſè- 


quence. By which Expreſſion, I ſuppoſe he 
means Damnation; as he afterwards ſays 
in plain Words. It is worth our Conſide- 
ration, on how hard a Foot the Author 


puts the Salvation of Mankind, if, after 
IR  Repen- 


t end 


IT HE Fir Argument i in the 
Bock you lent me, is alleging 
the Danger of not communi- 
_ cating with an infallible 
| 5 8 56) Church ; which the Author 


Oo. 


fy 


Repentance, Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and a 


good Life (which are the Terms propos'd 2 
in the Goſpel, and, I think, all that is in 


our power,) we muſt at laſt ſuffer for what 


do not in our own power, VIS. the not be- 


ing able to draw the ſame Conſequences 


from a Text in Scripture, that {ome other 
People as... 


The Second Argument, if true, ſhows 7 


that all Scripture, but what proves the In- 
fallibility of the Church, is wholly 2ſeleſs; 


ſince the Author declares, that if there were 


no Texts of Scripture to prove any Truths 
declared by the Church, they would ſtill be 
no leſs infallible and unconteſtable Truths. 
To what purpoſe then was all the reſt of the _ 
© Scripture written? Ought not the Infalli- 
5 1 of the Church to have been declared 


Scripture in as plain Terms, as Thou ſpalt 


10 make to thy ſelf any grauen Image? 
And does it not look as if Infallibility was 
introduc'd merely to ſupply the want of 


„ Scripture, to prove ſuch Doctrines as Men 
; are fond of? 


But ſuppoſe, by the way, the Church af 


: Chriſt, was really Infallible ; ſtill it could be 
only the True Church of Chriſt, that would 
. | be Infallible. And the True Church of Chriſt, 
could only be thoſe who were Succeſſors to 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles in preaching and 
_ praQtiſing the Same True Doctrines which 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles did; not thoſe who 


were 


8] 
Same Place, ot wearing the Same Habits; 
or aſſuming the Same Titles or Names of 


2 D 


Offices, or uſing the ſame Forms or Cert- 


or any other Extetndl Rites whatſoever. 


were Succeſſors to them in li bing In rhe 


monies or Manner of laying on of Hands, 


And therefore rhe Queſtion between the 
Romaniſts and the Adherers to Scripture, 


which 


would ſtill be juſt where it was; And there 
would be no othet poſſible Mark, by Which 
any Man could find or diſcern this Infal- 1 
_ tible Church, but by comparing the Doe- 
trines and Practiſes of any 1. of pro- 
Feſſed Chriſtians, with the Original Pre f 
m of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. Of the 
Truth and Reaſonableneſs of which Doc- _ 
_  rrine, tis evident that every perſon, in what 
Circumſtances and of whit apatity ſoever, 5 
(making Uſe of all the Means that God has 
afforded him, ) is as able to judge for him. 


Preach. 


pe; as tis poſſible he ſhould be, in the 
fame Circumſtances and with the ſame Ca- 
pacity, to judge (amidſt the infinite Conten. 
Tions of a Learned World) what other Per- 
pon or what Church is beſt qualified to 
judge for him. Bur to return to yout Au. 
; ] ]̊“)ßꝶ > on nn 
The Third Argument alledged, is, that 
the Proteſtants do make uſe of, and lay 
are beholden to the Papiſts for. I hope the 
Proteſtants will never reject any thing 


1 


R 
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which they find good Reaſon to retain, pure- 
ly becaule it is uſed in the Church of Rome. 
But I ſee not how we are beholden to the 

 Tnfallibility of the Church for this. And 
for the Seriptures in particular; we are far 
from owing them to the Infallibi lity of 


any one Sate But we receive them 


from the general Teſtimony of All Chriſtians 
ſuce the Days of the Apoſtles, joined wit 
the Evidence given even by the Adverſarics 


of Chriſtianity : Which is the utmoſt we 


can have for any Matter of Fact, at ſuch a 

_ diſtance of Time. Tho' I muſt add, as to 

my own private Satisfaction; the purity and 

enxcellency of the Dodrines delivered in 
SGcripture, ſo agreeable to our natural No- 

tions of the Goodneſs and Juſtice of God, 
„„ ider great . of the Credit of : 

thoſe Doors. = 


But how is it poſſible for us to receive 


the Scriptures from the Infallibility of the 
Roman Church, ſince they themſelves pre- 
tend to ground their Infallibility upon the 
e Seripture ? ſo that the Scripture muſt be 
_ firſt own'd, before the Church's Infallibi- 
| tity can be proved. 


What follows upon this Head, z, no 


anſwer, becauſe it is all founded on a ſup- 
5 poſition that znfallibility is proy d. Which 5 
when | ſee done; and the Perſon 


whom it reſides, aſcertained ; I ſhall be as 
ſubmiſſive a Member as any other of their 


B Communion 


1 


5 Communion ; and readily give up my own 

Underſtanding, to follow that of other Per- 
ſons. Which I much fear was the deſign 

of cloathing Man with an Attribute, which 8 
1 believe belongs only to Gl. 

As to what is alledged about the Synod = 

- of Dort, and the Wrangles of other Churches, 
I have nothing to ſay to them. I ſhall 
always approve of the 6th Article of the 
Church of England : Holy Scripture con- 

 raimeth all things neceſſary to Salvation; 
fo that whatſoever is not read therein, 
nor may be proud thereby, is not to be re- 
quir d of any Man, that it ſhould be be- 


lieud as an Article of the Faith, or be : 


. Dug es requiſite or neceſſary to Salvation. 
Chriſt's Promiſe of infallibility to his 
Church,” your Author aſſures us, he will 
prove by Scripture; and That, not wrapt 
up in Parables, or à prophetick Language, 
but deliver d in Words ſo eaſy and intelli- 
OY gible, that no Man can miſtake them, ex- 
cet he ſtudies to deceive himſelf. This, 1 
_ confeſs, one might very well expect, in a 
Promiſe of uch importance, that, when it 
was made good, Was to deprive us of the 
ule of our "own. Reaſon for ever after, in 
judging about things neceſſary to our Sal- 
vation; and to make all the reſt of the 
Scripture (which yet they allow to be writ 
by inſpiration) to be of no farther uſe to 
us in Matters of Faith. That our Saviour 
_ 


Lan 


would have made uſe of ſuch Terms to pro- 
miſe Infallibility, is plain; becauſe the 
Church of Rome have made uſe of ſuch, 
that we all know what they mean. Now 
let us ſee how the Author has proved what 
he aſſerts. He has produc'd but One Pro- 
miſe for Infallibility : And if that One be 
as plain as he fays, tis ſufficient. The Pro- 


miſe is This; that Chriſt will id his 
Church upon a Rock, and the Gates of Hell 
ſhall not prevail againſt it. The firſt thing 
the Author promis'd, was, that the Words | 


made uſe of to prove this, ſhould not be 


boObſcure prophetick Language, but ſo plain 
and intelligible, that no Man could miſtake 


them, unleſs he ſtudied to deceive himſelf, = 
Now let any one conſider, whether 


ttheſe Phraſes, Founded on a Rock, and, the 
| Gates of Hell, are not figurative Expreſſi- 


ons; and ſo far from being intelligible in : 


| © the Senſe he would have them, to prove 


: Infallivility ; that, to my Capacity, nothing 


is plainer than that they do not ſo much as 


allude to it. The ſenſe, to me, is plainly 

this ; that Peters Faith ſhould be ſo firm 
and ſteady, that it ſhould be as firm a Foun- 
dation to Chriſtianity, as a Rock is to a 


OF Building. But the Building was to be fit- 
+ framd; and is, throughout the whole 


8 3 ſpoken of under the ſame Meta- 
99 Thus James and Cephas are calld 


5 Pillars, and Chriſt the chief Corner-ſlone. 
3 2 15 he 


Fo. Fit 12 1 


The Author will have the Gates of Hell, D 


to mean Errors in the Church; I think 'tis 


plain they mean the Oppoſition Chriſtianity | 
would meet with from the Heathen World, 
which we ſet in fact did never prevail a- 


gainſt it. The Author plainly confeſſes, the 
8 greateſt Danger lay there. For, after hav- 


ing enumerated the ſeveral Hereſies that lo 
_ early infected the Church, (which, by the _ 
way, pretty plainly ſhows, that this infal. 1 1 
tle way of cnding Controverſies was no 
better underſtood in the earlieſt Ages of 
Chriſtianity, than it is now by the Prozeſ< 
tante) but, ſays he, the Ten bloody Perſe- 
cutions raisd by the Heathen Emperors in 
the Three firſt Centuries, aimd at nothing 
leſs than to extirpate the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, and to deſtroy the Church Root and 


Branch. This, I think, looks more likely 


to be alluded to by the Gates of Hell, than 
Errors in the Church do; which never © 
threatned Chriſtianity Root and Branch 
with utter extirpation. So that it appears 
plain to me, that the Promiſe to Peter was 
This. Zon have made a true Confeſſion of 
Faith; which I know you will ſo firmly 
adhere to, rbat you deſerve the Name of 
4 Rock : On which Firmneſ(s of yours, 1 
will lay the Foundation of Chriſtianity (or, 
of my Church) ſo ſtrong, that all the Pow- 
ers of the Heathen World, Perſecution and 
| Death 


Tal 


Death it fell, ſhall never be able 1 to pre: We 


vail againſt it. 
The next Point is, to 6 How our 
Saviour has made good this Promiſe of In. 
fallibility, (which to me tis plain is not 
here meant; but let us conſider how, tis 
pretended, he has made it good,) by ſend- 
ing them a Guide that ſhould lead them in- 
to all Truth. Tis certain, Chriſt has pro- 


misd a Guide that ſhall lead us into al! 


Truth, and remain with us to the end of 
the World. And ſuch a Guide he has left 
us, in the Scriptures written by thoſe Per- 


ſons, whom the Holy Ghoſt, the promiſed 


_ Comforter, enabled to call to Mind all things 


that our Lord had taught them. But a 


Promiſe that we ſhall have a Guide to /ead. 
us into all Truth, does not imply, that we- 
| ſhall never forſake that Guide, and fall in- 
to Error. So that your Author's whole 
Argument is nothing but a ſuppoſing the 
Church of Rome to be the Guide, inſtead 
of the Scriptures, Therefore it ſhould 
have come after the Infallibility of that 
Church had been prov'd. For a/l the Pro- 
| muſes here mentioned, are made to the A- 

poſtles; whom the Author would have us 
= for the Church of Rome; tho, I think, 


tis very plain this was meant perſonally _ 


the Apoſtles. "Twas the Apoſtles Chriſt is 
here ſpeaking to; and he is here endea- 
t to moderate their Grief for his 


leaving 


[14] 


leaving them ; | Whereupon he promiſes 
them to ſend them a Comforter, that ſhould 
abide with them for ever. Which cannot 
regard their Perſons alone, ſays the Au- 
| thor, becauſe they were not to live for e. 
ver. Yes: The great Buſineſs of the Holy 
Spirit, was to guide Them perſonally into 


all Truth, to call all Truth into their Me- 


mories, that they might faithfully teach {|} 
and record their Maſter's Doctrine; and 
Thoſe. Records might guide the Church, or 


all ſoncere Chriſtians, in ALL AGES. 


This. 1 think, is leading rhe Church into 
all Truth, and being with it to the end of 
the World. But what ſo particular occaſi-. 
on was there for recalling all Truths to 1 
Minds of the Apoſtles, if the ſame Spirit 
Was to inſpire the Church to the end of 
the World? Which, I ſuppoſe, is what 
they mean by her being Infallible ? In 
which Caſe the Church could recall all 
Truth when ſhe pleasd, and publiſh it to 
the World when ſhe ſaw it moſt conveni- 
ent. Which, in Truth, is the Uſe the 
oY Romiſh Church has made of this pretend- | 
ed Power; having brought in ſome new | 


1 Article of Faith or Pratfiſe, in almoſt e 


very Age. 
Your Author nevicw promis 4 to prove the 

. Infallibility of his Church, from plain 
Words of Scripture ; and deſir d the Diſ- 
1 might be try d by that; I think, what- 


ever 


W 


T.. ³˙· A oe 


tu! 


ever ke ſays beſides That, does not deſerve 


much conſideration. And This is all that 
ws has offered on that Head ; never pretend- 
ng, after this, to draw one Argument more 


och Scripture in Ins whole Book, nor to 


bring any other Text to prove the Infallibi- : 


ly of his Church. And I confeſs I am fo 
far from being convinced by This, that I 

am quite aſtoniſk'd there ſhould be ſo little, 
cuven in Appearance, to be produced out f 

Scripture for an Article of Faith, which this 

Author has told us in many Places in his 
Book, is ſo plain, that he cannot ſee how 
any Man can be ſaved, that does not com- 
municate with a Church that holds i it; that 
is, with the Church of Rome. 5 


The reſt of his Book, has a of Ni 


cule in it; which I think very improper for 
ſuch a Controverſy. For if we are all in a. 
State of Damnation, ſurely we are the Ob- . 
jects of Pity, and not of Mirth. Ne ſpends 
alſo much Time in proving what the Prote- 
ſtants never deny'd, and in calling upon them 
to prove what they never. advanc'd. And 
as to the vile Character he gives Luther, 
if it were true, it no way affects us. I may 
2s well fay, I will not believe Jeſus Chriſt 
to be the Son of God, becauſe the Devils 


affirm him to be ſo in Scripture. Evidently, 
if the Devil hinaſelf ſhou'd athrm any Truth, 


it would be never the leſs a Truth for his be- 
ing the Father of Lyes. If then your Author 


has 


1 16 


has not proved the TInfallibility of the Church 


from Seripture, it remains that Scripture 
mult be our only znfallible Guide; and nei- 


ther His Church, nor Martin Luther, nor 


any other Perſon or Perſons whatſoever. | 
And it Fe can produce many Doctrines 
amongſt the Papiſts, ſome directly contrary 
to the Scripture, and ſome not at all war- 
ranted by it; I ſee not of what Uſe it would | 
be, to name the exact time, when theſe 
Corruptions were cach one introduced. For 
if in Fact they are there, tis Our Buſineſs to 
1 look for a Church that is without them. 


He goes on for ſome Chapters together, 


deſiring the Proteſtants to ſhow when _ -- 
Church turn'd from Proteſtant to Papiſt: 
And he triumphs much on their not being 
able to do it. Ianſwer: Whenever and by 5 
 auhomſoever the Scriptures were deny'd to 
be the whole and the only Guide of Chriſti- 
ans in all Matters neceſſary to Salvation 3 
then did thoſe Perſons turn from Chriſtians 
to Papiſts. (And if this hapned before * 
Auſtin's Time, your Author may lay as m 1 


Streſs on Him as he pleaſes, and I may 


_ allow'd to lay as little as I pleaſe; for as fond - 
as he is of him, he does not pretend he was = 

infallible.) And whenever any thing was in- 
troducꝰd into any Church as neceſſary to Sal. 
Val ion, which the Scriptures had not declared 


to be ſo; then did that Church fall into Er- 


tor. If i in Fact the Church of Rome has done 
. 


[no] 


this, what matters the var Time when, or 


the Degrees and Steps by which it was done? 
Whenever we diſcover it, tis our Time and 


* to leave it. 


As to Quotations out of the Fathers, L 


am not learned enough to ſay any thing 


to them. For Which very Reaſon, F. 
believe they are not neceſſary for me to 
know. The Tranſlation of the Scripture, : 


has been ſtrictly examined; and is in the 
main atteſted to by Perſons of All Perfwa- 
ſtons, both among Believers and Unbelzevers; 
And therefore concerning the Doctrine 


preach d by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, am en- 
abled to judge. But as to the Father, 1 
verily believe I might have been ſaved, tho 


not one of them had ever writ a Word. 


Nay, I can't help thinking the Way had 
been even plainer : For lcan't but obſerve, 
Writers of Controverſy always quote the 
very ſame Fathers in favour of their own 
Opinions, tho' never ſo contrary. Of which 


Quotations, I have neither the tame Ability 


nor the ſame Obligation to judge, as of the 
Doctrine of Scripture. 


The Second Part of the Book is in anſwer 


to one I never ſaw. All I can ſay of it, is; 
that I am ſure he has choſen a very weak 
Gentleman to confute, if he has repreſented 


him fairly. But I cannot depart from this 
Author's own Promiſe at firſt, that he would 


Four the Infallibility of his Church from 
C Serip- 


. 8 1 
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Scripture, in Words ſo eaſy and intelligible, 


that whoever does not make it his Study to 
decerve himſelf, muſt underſtand them to 


prove Infallibility in the Romiſh Church. 


For my own Part; the Texts he has producd, Rt 
have been ſo far from convincing me (Woo 
IJ am ſure do not ſtudy to deceive my ſelf,) 
that they have more than ever eſtabliſh'd me 
in my Opinion that there is 70 Infallibility =_ 
but in God; and that the Scriptures are fo, 
becauſe writ under the Direction of His | 
Holy Spirit, as is allow'd by All Communi- — 
ons of Chriſtians. _ 
And if theſe ſacred Writings Rill need to 

have an infallible Interpreter, (which is the 
Papiſts Laff Refuge.) they had juſt as well not 
have been writ at Fil For the Church might 
with the ſame Reaſon, and with the ſame 
Effect, have made uſe of their Infallibility 1 in 
All Points, as they have done in Some, with- | 
out any Scripture at all. Which I cannot ſup- 
poſe was writ to direct an infallible Guide, 
but to direct the Ignorant. And if fo, I 
cannot imagine why our Saviour and his A- 
poſtles could not be ſuppoſed to know how _ 
to ſpeak as plain to be underſtood, as an 
other Body of Men can; who, we are ſure, 
are compoſed of fallible Men, tho they are 


1 become infalliblée when joincd in 8 
F Body. DO 


Upon 


I CCL LCg 


7" WP 2 
Upon the whole, I cannot but declare, 

that, notwithſtanding any thing I have ſeen 
written to the contrary, I am ftill clearly of 
Opinion, that whoſoever carefully reads or 
hears the Scriptures, believes all that his own 
Reaſon can make him apprehend is propoſed. 
there as matter of Faith, lives to the utmoſt 
of his Power according to the Rules there 


given, ſcriouſly repents of any Miſcarriages 
S he may have fallen into, and forſakes every 
4 known Sin ; ſhall certainly by ſaved; what- — 
ever may be threatned by Any uncharitable |} 
_ and 3 Body of Men to the con- 4 
. 
R g 
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God has been pleaſed to 


ter Pleaſure and Satisfaction: Nay, I believe 
may venture to ſay, it will make your 
ö . - 


s with infinite Pleaſure I | 

ſee you ſo far become Ma- 

» |! ſter of your Self, as to dare 
to make Uſe of the Reaſon 


give You. And ſurely you 
: will then put it to the nobleſt 
Uſe, when you employ it in finding out 
after what manner He is beſt pleaſed to be 
worſhipp'd, and in diſtinguiſhing His Com- 
mands from thoſe of mortal Men. And in 
cale this Method ſhould not ſucceed, as I 

heartily wiſh it may, in your finding Us to 

be in the Right; it will, if you find your 
oven Religion to be the true one, make 
YOu profeſs and practice it with much grea- 
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remaining in it, even tho it ſhonld be a 
falſẽ Religion, fafer as to your Salvation; 


ſince we cannot poſſibly believe further than 


the laſt Reſults of our own Judgment will 
ſuffer us, after a fair and impartial Inquiry. 
For which Reaſon I verily believe God re- 


Mes, no more of us; and if Man docs, I 


hem. 1 in Truth, We can at the - 


bat complement them with the Profeſſion 


of what Faith they pleaſe to impoſe. Man 
cannot in reality believe juſt as he himſ- 
ſelf has a mind to belicve; much leſs, 
as another has a mind he ſhould. And if 1 
ougght not to take up my Religion purely 
i Obedience to any Man's Commands, with- 
cout an impartial Enquiry into the Truth of 
tit; as little ought JI to take it up, merely 
becauſe tis the Religion I happened to be 
educated in, without the like Enquiry. So 
that, on all Conſiderations, you are now 
upon the nobleſt Imployment the Mind of 
| Manis capable of: And 1 doubt not but it 
w ill be rewarded accordingly, by God's lead- 
ing you into the knowledge of all neceſſa- 
ry Truth. And ſince in theſe Ages God 
does not work by Miracles, but by ordinary 
Means; you are in the right to call in all 
Helps, even tho very mean ones; as, L am 
ſure, all 1 am able to give, will be. But as 
L am perſwaded your deſiring me to ſay what 
I can in defence of my own Opinion, flows 


more 
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more from your Friendſhip than from any 
other Cauſe; ſo I am willing to comply with 
it, without any farther excuſes : Adding 
. _ only this one neceſſary Caution, that you will 
not let the Truth ſuffer from any Defe& in 
its Advocate; nor fancy, if I ſhall fail of 
ſay ing what is ſufficient to the Purpoſe, that 
therefore no Body elſe can. For, how 
much ſoever your Friendſhip may have pre- 
judiced You in my favour, there are Perſons 
in a much greater Degree ſuperiour to Me in 
their Underſtandings, then 7 am to thoſe of 
the loweſt Capacities. And if Truth has 
been too much darkned, for Me to be able 
to make it ſhine clearly; I hope you will 
give me leave to procure the Opinion of 
ſome ſuch Perſons as | have mentioned, up- 
on any Article you may remain diſſatisfied 
in. Wherefore, without any farther Preface, 
I ſhall lay before you, Sir, what Reaſons 
have convinced Me, that the Proteſtants were 
in the Right in departing from the Com- 
munion of the Church of Rome; and that 
they could nor continue in it without mor- 
n 
The Reaſons are; Firſt, ahi the Papiſts 
have introduced into the Chriſtian Religion, 
many Things directly contrary to the Scrip- 
ture, and directly forbidden by it. Secondly, 
That they have impoled many Things, both 
as to Faith and Practice, which the Scripture | 
has not commanded. 


Tho 
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Tho there is great variety of Arguments 

made uſe of, to prove theſe Charges; yet 
I ſhall wave them all, except That One of 
pointing out the Places of Arne which 


are againſt them. And if I can produce | 
ſuch as plainly are ſo, tis making out the 


# Charge on the Firſt Complaint. For if the 
\ Scriptures be poſitively againſt them, then 


we are come to this ile; whether we are 
do believe the Scriptures to be infallible, or 


The Church of Rome infallible. By Infal- 
libility J ſuppoſe is meant, being guided 
immediately by the Spirit of God. NO W 
the Spirit of the God of Truth, cannot con- 
tradict it ſelf. So that if the Church f 


Rome, and the Scripture, ſtand in contra. 
didction to one another; they cannot Both 


be infallible. But now the Church of Rome 


itt ſelf owns the Scriptures to be infallible: | 


Therefore if we can prove that They at 5 


contrary to them, we prove that That 8 
Church is not infallible. wy 


Ihen as to the . PEW Vis. 1 f 
1 impoſing Rules both of Faith and Practiſe, a 


without Scripture to juſtify it; tho it does 


not ſeem altogether ſo heavy a Charge as 


the other, yet I believe we ſhall find even 


This has quite alter'd the nature of Chriſti- 


anity, which our Saviour tells us is a /ight 


Burden and an eaſy Toke. For 1 appeal 
to Any conſidering Man even of Their 
Communion, whether it be light and eaſy, 

= to 
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to give up one's Reaſon and Underſtanding 


to be govern'd by another Man's; and to 


be forced to believe (if one can be forcee,) : 
: ene contrary to them. 5 
I. The Particulars upon the Firſt Head 
we charge them with, vis. their introdu- 
cing into Chriſtianity things directly contra- 
ry to Scripture l The Worſhip of 
Images. 2. Prayers, and the Service of 
God, in an unknown Tongue. 3. Lock- 
ing up the Scriptures from the People, in 
an unknown Tongue. 4. Tranſubſtantiation. 


5. The Communion in One Kind. 6. The 


Annen of Chriſt's W Sacrifice, 
in ns Mas. . 
. The Worſtip of Images. We may 
— by well pur this at the Head of our Com- 
plaints againſt your Church, ſince tis the 
_ Higheſt Affront we can put upon Almighty 
| God. And were there no other Reaſon 
for departing from the Chnrch of Rome, 
this alone would be ſufficient ; ſeeing it is 
practiſed in direct contradiction to an ex- 
preſs Command of our great Creator, and to 
the Dictates of our own Reaſon. The 
Cammand is given in rhe 20th Chapter 
of Exodus: Thou ſhalt not make to thy 
ſelf any graven Image, nor the likeneſs of any 
thing that is in Heaven above, or im the 
Earth beneath, — Thou ſhalt not bow down 
to them, nor worſhip them; for I the Lord 
ö 707 Cod am 4 jealbus Cod. 1 know, thoſe 
of 


T3 1 
of your Church pretend they do not Wor- 
ſbip Images. Suppoſe the more Learned 
part of your Church do not worſhip them; 


is that a ſufficient Reaſon why you ſhould 


make uſe of a thing directly contrary to a 5 


Command of God, purely to provoke him 
to jealouſy, and to lay a Snare for the 


weak and ſimple; many of whom you muſt 


needs be ſenſible do certainly fall into it 
by paying Adoration to the very Images? 
And do not you /ead them into it, by how- 
ing all Marks of outward Adoration, ſuch 
as bowing down and kneeling before them, 
burning Incenſe to them, carrying them in 
Proceſſion, ſending the People on Pzleri- 


mages to One Image rather than another? 


Vet all this (it ſeems) is not to be thought 


Worſhip, becauſe the learned Men amongſt 


you know how to diſtinguiſh between 22. 


ternal Worſhip and external Honour paid 


to the Image. And ſuppoſe all Men knew _ 


N Diſtinckion, as they certainly do not; 


yet the Command, I think, plainly forbids _ 


ot. For it ſays, Thou ſhalt not bow © 
down to them, nor worſhip them. Which 


plainly forbids both, And it gives the Rea- 
ſon for. ſo doing; For I am a jealous God. 
Beſides, it gives great occaſion of Offenſe 

to a multitude of People ; which, unleſs 
there was an expreſs Command for the Uſe, 

45 is a a ſufteient Reaſon to lay it alide, And 
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now let us conſider the only Reaſon given 
by your Church, for the Uſe of Images and 
Pictures in our Devotion. I never heard 
any other Reaſon given, but to put us in 
Mind of the Perſon repreſented, in order 
to help our Devotion. But how does this 
help our Devotion £ We can have no Help 


= That, but by thinking on the Virtue and 
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OY 


— * 7 - U 
— Tn — * 5 
e 


r 


Piety of the Perſon. And what Idea the 


a . * 8 ers 
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Picture or Statue of a Perion ſhould give 


us of his Piety or Virtues, I can't ima- 
ine. You take care to make every one 
believe that the Virgin Mary and many 
other Holy Women, were very beautiful Per- 
ſons: But how That ſhould make us think 


of their good Lives, I know not. So that 


all this Scandal is given without the leaſt 


Profit. But indeed tis more than Scandal. 


For if we muſt judge of Men by their out- 


Ward Actions, and I know no other way 


of judging; you are guilty of direct Idola- 
try. The Roman Catholicks themſelves 
| judge of Others by this Rule. For, what 


Roman Catholick, that was travelling, and 
met a Company of Indians following = 


_ Hel in Proceſſion, ſetting it down in pro- 
per Places, and kneeling down before it, and 
paying it many other Ads of Devotion, 
would ſcruple to call them Idolators? And 
yet, according as you would have us judge, 
they . may not be ſo ; but all this 
2 wg 


Tay) 


may be done to the Honour of the True 
Gal, whom they are worſhipping internally, 
and only paying a proper Honour to their 
Images. I ſhall dilmits this Head with ob- 
ſerving, that I think no more Honour is to 
be paid to the Croſs, than to any other 
Image. 


2400, The Sardis of God, and Prayers, | 


in an unknown T ongue. This is ſo evi- 
dently contrary to the Reaſon. of Mankind, 
and to the Nature of Prayer; that it would 
be throwing away my Time, to ſay any thing 
upon it. But, to ſhow you 'tis as contrary 
to Scripture, as to Reaſon; I defire you to 
read the 14th Chapter of the pris Epiſtle ” 5 
_ tothe Corinthians. 


3dly. Locking up the Scriptures from the 


People, in an unknown Tongue. It the 
People be not to read the Scriptures, to 


what purpoſe are the following Paſſages in 


them; which I deſire you to turn to? "John D 
the 375 werſe 39. Acts the 17th, verſe 
the 11th. Romans the 15th, verſe the Ah. 


2 Peter, Chap. 1, verſe 19. Revelation, 


_ Chap. the 1ft, verſe 3. And very many 
more Paſſages; which, upon a careful rcad- 
ing of the Scriptute, you will obſerve. Be- 


ſides, that we are continually call'd upon to 
meditate on God's Word, and to conform 


codur ſelves to it. Which how can we do, 
E we may not read it? The Uletulneis ml 
D . VLoſßeiene 
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Fufficiency of it to Salvation, is abundantly 


declard in the 2 Epiſtle to Timothy, Chap. 

3, verſe 16; Which is ſo expreſs, that I. 
cannot forbear repeating the Words: All 
Scripture is given by mſprration of God To 
and is profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, 
For Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteouſ- 


neſs ; that the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furniſh d unto all good Works. 


If St. Pauls Character here given of the 
Scriptures, be a true one; what occaſion can 
there be for Tradition, which your Church 
has made of equal Authority with them? 
To what purpoſe is all this ſaid in Scripture, | 
it your Church will be wiſer than Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, by ſeeing danger where 
They ſaw none ? For your Church ſays, the 
reading of the Scripture is apt to lead Men 
into Eirors and Hereſies; Which is in other 
Words to ſay, that our Saviour and his A- 
poſtles did not know how to expreſs them- 
ſelves. For afluredly the Spirit of Truth 
did not 2 n to lead Men into Error. But! 
own, the reading of the Scripture is very apt 
to make Men diſcover Errors and Hereſies: 
Which I fear is the true Reaſon of your 
depreſſing it ſo much, and ſetting up that 
_ uncertain Rule of Tradition in the place : 


of i; 


athly, Trantubiaatiarion. And This, 
your Church would perſwade us is ſo far 
from 


c e QT HrROO_x 


TP 


5 thing to be a Metaphor. Firſt; when the 


TS) 


from being contrary to Scripture, that tis 
founded on expreſs Words of our Saviour; 
This is my Body. Now They themſelves 


will allow, that our Saviour ſometimes {peaks 


metaphorically. If he ever does ſo, tis 
Our Buſineſs to examine hen he does ſo. 
And we are more concern'd to examine in 
This place, than in any other; becauſe if 
„ hee Words are taken in their literal ſenſe, 
they ſtand in direct contradiction both to 
the Evidence of all our Senſes, and of our 
Underſtanding. So that there will be left 
us no Standard of Truth. And we muſt ne- 
ver pretend to judge of any Truth more 
being deny'd the Evidence both of all our 
| Senſes and of our Underſtanding 3 which 
{ arethe only means God has given us to come 
aat the Knowledge of any Truth. Where 
fore I will never believe, that the God of 
all Goodneſs acts ſo tyrannically, as to pro- 
pole any thing to his Creatures as Matter of 
Faith, directly contrary to the only means of 
Knowledge he has given them. The In- 
quiry then is, how we are to know a meta- 


phorical Expreſſion. I cannot tell whether 


| I ſhall here ſpeak properly, and as I ought 
to do if I had Learning. But ſince the Un- 
learned ought to have ſome Meaning when 
they ſpeak, 1 ſhall not ſcruple to tell you 


when I think I ought to Underſtand any 


hivg 


thing ſpoken is airettly contrary to Nature, 


and fo is impoſſihle to be true. This Itake 
to be the higheſt Mark of a metaphorical 


Expreſſion. When our Saviour calls him- _ 


ſelf a Door, and a Vine; and his Diſciples 
Sheep; This 1 ſuppoſe every one ſees to 
be a Metaphor at firſt ſight ; becauſe the li- 


feral Senle is quite contrary to Nature; and 
the fgurarzve Senſe is to all Mankind, ac- 
cording to the Cuſtom and Uſe of vulgar 
. Speech, the moſt ohuious and the moſt a2. 


tural and the only reaſonable Senſe. If then 


| We are to judge alike in all Like Caſes, is 
it not as contrary to Nature for the Body of 
Chriſt to be in a hundred Thouſand Places 
at once? And are not our Saviours Words 
reaſonable, when we take them in that ob- 
Vious and natural Senſe, of cating the Bread 
and drinking the Wine in Remembrance of 
Him. In the Next place we may judge the 
Expreſſion to be Metaphorical, by the Ras 
ion our Saviour gives for the inſtituting of 
this Sacrament. For, Whatever lofty things 
may be ſaid of the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper, out of Zeal to perſwade People to 
the frequent Uſe of it; our Saviour himſelf. 
gives but one Neaſon for the Uſe of it, which 
is the Remembring of Him. Now how 


does the Bread being changed into his Body, 


2 2. 


when we do not perceive the Change, aſſiſt 
us in nn Him Laſtly, Ano- 
5 ther 
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ther Reaſon I have to believe our Saviour's 
| Words metaphorical, is; becauſe, if taxen 
| in the literal Senſe, they contradict other 
8 plan Places of Scripture. For tis faid, Ack 
„ dhe zu, verſe 21, That the Heaven muſh 


r 


receive him, until the times of Reſtituti- 
8 on of all Things. Now how do the Hea- 


KB vens contain him, if we fetch him from 
I | thence fo many times every Day? He ſaith, 


in the 12 Chapter of St. John, verſe 8, The 
x Poor ye have always with you, but mo 
Je have not always. Our Saviour Him. 
c Fei, after bleſſing the Cup, calls it the Fruir 
. | the Vine, Luke the 22d, verſe the ISth; 
8 and Afark the 14th, verſe the 2 5th. The 
f Bread being turn d into the Body of. Chriſt, 
TE | feems alſo never to have been thonght of 
e || Þy the Apoſtles, but the quite contrary 3 
 Þ Afince St. Paul calls it Bread after Conie- 
;  cration, four times in the firſt Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, Chap. the 11th, verſe 26, 27, 
28; and in Chap. the roth. verſe the 16. 
This great Myſtery is not ſo much as o#ce 
mentioned in the whole Scripture by any 
.one of the Apoſtles : And yet, being the 
hardeſt Article of Faith that could be pro- 
pos d to Mankind, ſince it ſtands in contra- 
diction both to all our Senſes, and to our 
Underſtanding ; one might have expected to 
have found it declar'd in a variety of full 
and repeated. Expreſſions. I ſhall diſmits 
5 This 
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This Head, with begging you, Sir, to con- 


ſider, if the Wafer be not really changed 
into the Perſon of our Saviour, how you 
expect to eſcape the heavy Charge of Ido- 
latry, in the Worſhip you pay to the Hoſt ; 
Which, if ever any thing was, is giving Di- 
vine Worſhip to the Creature. I's 
sthly. The Communion in one Lind. 1 i 
need ſay nothing on this Head, but only 
_ deſire you to look into the Words of Inſti- 
tution, and into all the Places J have juſt 
nov quoted; and ſee whether ever the Bread 
be mentioned without the Cup. 
are not to wonder at this, ſince our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles had not that Reaſon to give, 
for receiving in one kind, that the Church 
of Rome has; vis. that the Blood is in the 
Fleſh, and therefore needs not to be received 
ſeparately. 
tend to know, that one part of our Savi- 
our's own expreſs Inſtitution is #nneceſſary. _ 
But ſince the Blood being in the Fleſh, makes 
the Cup unneceſſary to the Laity; what 
makes the Cup neceſſary to the Prieſts 2 
unleſs They alone are allow'd to know, that 
neither Fleſh nor Blood are in the Wafer. 
Sthly, The Repetition of Chriſt's propitt- 
atory Sacrifice in the Maſs. 
more on this Head, than that I believe your 
Church has no one thing in it, that ſtands 
in more direct oppoſition to the plain Words 


Strange Preſumption! to pre- 


But we 


1 ſhall ſay no 


oO OO mw oY... 


ot Scripture. 
would read the gth and roth Chapters to 
the Hebrews. I cannot forbear repeating 
particularly the roth verſe of Chap. 10. By 
the which Will we are ſ[anttified, rad 
the Offering of the Body of Jeſus Christ 
ONCE for all. Your Church calls this an 


331 


To prove this, I deſire you 


unbloody Sacrifice : But you will obſerve, 


that St. Paul ſays, there is no Sacrifice that 
can purge away Sins without Blood. _ 


II. Thus, Sir, 1 have diſpatch'd what to 


Me appears in your Church directly contra- 
ry to Scripture. I ſhall next ſay ſomewhat 
to the many things you are to believe with. 
out any warrant from Scripture. „ 
the Church of Rome is the Mother and Mi- 
ſtreſs of all Churches. 2. That the Biſhop p 
of Rome, as Succeſſor of St. Peter there, 
is the Supream and Univerſal Paſtor of 
Chriſt's Church by divine Appointment; and 
that it is neceſſary to Salvation, for every 
Creature to be ſubject to the Biſhop of 
Rome. 3. The Doctrine of Purgatory, and 
the Delivery of Souls out of it by Prayers 
and Maſſes. 4. The Invocation and Wor- 
ſhip of the Bleſſed Virgin, Angels, and Saints 


-| -. . "departed. 5: The Sacrament r 
join d with Contrition, ſufficient for Salva- 
en. 


Ii Land 2. As to the two firſtArticlescon cerning 5 
5 cheBiſhop of Rome's Power and Superiority 
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over cthier Churches, I ſhould not have much 


troubled my ſelf about it, but have lett it 


to other Biſhops to have diſputed their Power 


with him; were we not all of us concerned 


in whatever is declared neceſſary to Salvua- 
tion. But I have often told you, 1 think 


nothing ſo, but what is declared to be ſo in 
Scripture. And finding no one Word there, 
of a Biſhop of Rome at all, or of any one 
Apoſtle's e over another; much leſss 
of any of their Succeſſors Dominion over 
the Univerſal Church : I don't fee how my 
Salvation ſhould any way depend on my 
being ſubject to the Biſhop of Rome, rather 


| than to any other Biſhop. 


' 34ly. As to the Doctrine of Purgatory: E- 
tis too conſiderable a Point, and too melan- 
choly a one to ſubmit to, without very clear 
and expreſs warrant from Scripture. But ſince 
tis the great Diana of your Church, by 
which Craft they have their Gains ; and 
therefore the more to be ſuſpected : 1 will 
conſider it a little more diſtinctly. In the 
firſt Place, hat occaſion. have we ſor this 
N of Sins, ſince tis ſaid in the 
1 . Chap. to the Hebrews, Ver. z, that 
05 Chrif has. by himſelf purged our Sins. Very 
inſufficiently, it ſeems, ſince we muſt be 
_ purged over again. Next, I believe, if yon 
_ conſider carefully, you will not think this 


Doctrine very agrecable to the Diſcourſe of 
ws 
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St. Paul in the $th Chap, to the Romans, 
and in the 5th Chap. of the 2d Epiſtle 


10 the Corinthians. It could not be more 


_ eligible to dye than to live, if we were 


ſure to ſtop at Purgatory. Then, look into 


the 1/7 Chapter of St. John's Goſpel ; and 
_ conſider whether it be agrecable to what is 
there and elſewhere in Scripture ſo frequent- 


ly ſaid concerning the Lamb of God taking 


away the Sins of the Morld, that we ſhould = 
f - Mill ſuffer for them after Repentance and a 


good Life, unleſs redeem d again from thoſe 
Sufferings by the Prayers and Maſſes of other 


ſinful Men like our ſelves. In the laſt Place, 
ſee what St. John ſays of the State of the 
Righteous after Death, inthe 14th Chap. 
of the Revelation, ver. the 13th. And 
conſider al ſo 7ob's Opinion of i it Chap. the 3d, i 


ver. 17, 18, and 19. 


4thly, The Worſhip of the Bleſſed Pitkin, 


: Ang els, and Saints departed. As the Wor- 
: ig of Images is the greateſt Diſhonour to 


God ; ſo I think we may very well ſay, This 


+ the greateſt poſſible Affront to our Saviour. 
Tis in vain here to make that trifling Di- 
ſtinction between a Mediator and Inter- : 
 ceſſor. For to Me who am not learned e- 
nough to wrangle about Words, mediating 
for and interceeding for any one, is the ſame 


thing. Now, that our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
is our only Mediator and Interceſſor, alone 
appointed of God to be aut horitatively ſuch ; 

E 2 that 
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that, whatever we ask in his Name, and 
according to His Will, we ſhall receive; 
and that there js no other Name by which 
| Men can be ſaved; See the following 
Places of Scripture. Hebrews, Chap. the 7th. 
Ver. 25. Chap. the 1oth, ver. 19, 20. The 


1/t Epiſt. to Timothy, Chap. 2, ver., . The 


_ Goſpel of St. Fohn, Chap 14, ver. 14. And 
againſt ail worſhip of Angels; Colof. Chap. 
the 2d. wer. 17, 18, 19. What an open 
 Afﬀront then is this to our Saviour; when 
be has expreſly declared himſelf our on) 
Mediator and Interceſſor ; for Us to be ſtill 
looking out for other Helps and Helpers, 
Who, tor any thing we know to the con- 
trary, may be wholly ignorant of us, and 
car none of the Prayers we put up to them; 
or, if they could hear us, yet have no Au- 
thority to help us, nor Promiſe to have their . 
Interceſſion heard for us! 1 
| And now, pray conſider, Sir, what an all. - 
© [ufficient Mediator and Tnterceſſor you have 
_ almoſt abandoned, to chuſe ſuch uncertain, 
nay, ſuch forbidden Helps as theſe. But 
I cannot leave this Head without adding, 
that l am afraid there is ſomething (till worle 
in this. For I have ſeen ſome of your Pray: 
_ ersaddrefs'd to the Bleſſed Virgin, which call 
uon Her direftly for Help, and not for 


Interceſſic on; which is more than our Saviour 


has ever commanded us to do eyen to 


Him. 


T = 


T3 


Himſelf. If you have ever ſaid any ſuch 


Prayers to the Bleſſed Virgin, I am ſure you 


have been guilty of what St. Paul calls, not 
Holding the Head, Col. 2, 19. 


F thy, The laſt Thing I mentioned, is the - 


Sacrament of Penance join'd withContrition, 
| ſufficient for Salvation. That this is without 

all warrant from Scripture, is (I belicye) 
allow'd, and that tis founded wholly on the 
Authority of the Church, But ſurely tis 


extremely indiſcreet, to venture our Salvati- 


on on ſuch a ſandy Foundation. For I ne- 
ver remember Salvation promiſed to any _ 

thing, but to Fazth and Fepentance, 3 

lowed with a good Life. And except this | 

be added to Repentance, 1 fear We may con- 
feſs and be abfolved in vain. Can any 

thing be a greater Encouragement to Sin, 

than the knowing that after a : long Life ſpent 

in Sin, if | have but juſt Time before I dye 
_ (which very few arc without) to be ſorry, 

to confeſs, and be abſolved; I am ſure 

5 of Heaven, tho' I muſt ſtop a little at Pur- 

_ gatory, from whence Money may fetch me 
out? Our Saviour ſays, How hardly ſhall a 
rich Man enter into the Kingdom 7 Hea- 

ven! But I am ſure, in Jour Church, he 


muſt be 4 Fool as well a8 a Rich Man, that 
is kept out. 


Thus, Sir, I have acquainted you with 


what c convinces Me, that we had very great 


"—_— 
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” Reaſon to * from the Church of Rome. 
But I beg of you once again, not to judge 
of what Proteſtants have to lay, merely 
from this Performance of minc ; but that 
vou will hereby be moved to fee what is 
faid by the Greg? and the Learned, as well 

as by the Mean and Unlearned. And above 
all, I requeſt of you to read with Attention 

the Holy Scriptures. For That Book alone 
will ſhow you the Corruptions of your 
Church, more than all the Writings of the 

greateſt Men. If you find the! Dodrines of 
your Church There, you are not bound 
to regard the Greareſt nor the Wiſeſt of our 
Writers. . But if you do t find the Doc- 


trines There, no Church hath Authority to 8 


add them. For St. Paul ſaith, in the 
1 Chapter to the Galatians, verſe the 8th ; 
tho we or an Angel from Heaven preach 
auy other Goſpel unto you, than That we 
have preach'4unto you, let him be accurſt. 
One thing more, Sir, 1 muſt deſire you 
to obſerve ; that theſe are far from being 
All the Corruptions we charge your Church 
with. I only ſingled 2 heſe out, as the moſt 
conſiderable: Bur the others arc not Tri- 
fles. Such are, for inſtance, what is call'd 
the Diſcipline of your Church; ſuch a Di/- 
cipline, as (I think) nothing but the expreſs 
Command of God, ſhould make any rea- 
5 enable Perſon ſubmit to; Vis. the Con- 


 fejing 


1.39 J 


Feng all nt Thoughts and Ations to a 
Creature no way ſuperiour to one's ſelf 
whereas in Scripture no mention is made 
of ſuch Confeſſions. Of tlie like kind is, 


particular ſorts of 


bg Aoſtaining from 


” Meats on particular Dn) ; in expreſs con- 
tradiction to St. Paul, Rom. the lath; and 
do our Saviour himſelf, who ſays, that what- : 
 ſoever. thing from without,” entereth into 
the Man, it cannot defite him. Then, the 
Forbidding to Marry: Which is in flat con- 
tradiction to the Gig Apoſtle St. Paul, in 
the 7th Chapter of the firſt Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians. Again: Your Works of Me- 
Fi ane Supererogation ; tho our Saviour hath 
expreſly ſaid, Men we have donb all, we 
are unprofitable Servants. Likewiſe, the 
Indulgences given out of this Stock. Alſo, 
the Forbidding to Work on Holy Days, 
when God has .expreſly given us leave to 
work Si Days. With many other Su- 
perſtitious Practiſes, too many for Me to 
cnumerate ; enough, I am ſure, for Any one 
do ſay to your Church, as our Saviour did 
to the Nhariſees; They have made the Mord 
f God of none efett, through their Tra- 
ditions ; And again, in the fame Chapter, 


In vain do they worſhip me, teaching for 


 Dottrines the Commundments of Men. If 
you find theſe things to be true; keep to 
the Commands of God; and join, Sir, in 
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